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May 7,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

I am superintendent of a suburban high school that has been fortunate to receive financial
citizen support for telecommunications. In our quest to provide affordable access to our
students, teachers and community members, we have been hampered by the extensive
costs from utility companies.

Invariably, a response from these organizations relates to the Federal Commission
legislation that prohibits these companies from providing less costly services to our
school district. As we continue towards the 21 st century with strong fiscal restraints, it
would be most helpful that we receive some assistance with the cost attributed to service
providers such as Bell-Atlantic and AT&T.

I would strongly request that your commission do everything to assist schools, libraries,
hospitals and municipalities to gain all of the assets of Internet provisions with affordable
costs.

gene J. Westlake
Superintendent of Schools
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The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

BOARD OF EDUCATION: Bobbie Rivere, President, James T. Flannery, Vice President
Gail Collins, Louis Kruh, Ronnie W. Lawrence, Andrea Messinger, Michael Weinick
RONALD SMITH, Ph.D., Superintendent of Schools

Ce /:q~"13~P C( '.:

MERRICK UNION FREE SCHOOL DISTRICT
21 Bahylon Road, Merrick, New York 11566
516 378-3900

BEGINNINGS Of
A BRIGHT fUTURE

May 21, 1996

I am the President of the Merrick School Districfs Board of Education, and I would
like to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that fully
implement the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for
schools and libraries. I also support the comments filed by the National school Boards
Association, et.a!.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to include for deep discounts a range of
telecommunications services that will give my district more affordable access to the
Internet. It is also important that these services be provided directly to the classroom,
where the learning actually takes place. Finally, I urge the Commission to address the
affordability needs of both the capital expenses of services and the ongoing costs.

I represent a suburban middle class community. We have been able to purchase a few
Macintosh computers for our fourth, fifth and sixth grade classrooms. We would like
very much to have our children connected to the Internet. Our community, however, is
burdened by a high tax rate, and the Board of Education cannot, at this time, authorize
the purchase of additional computers and the wiring necessary for our children to be on
the Internet. Our children have begun to learn how to integrate computers and
education, and we would like very much to go to the next step in the process.

I understand that technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children
can succeed in a high-tech world marketplace. I urge the Commission to adopt rules
that will help bring the broadest range of educational technology to our school children.

Bobbie ivere, President
Merrick Board of Education

No. of Copies roo'd!.--_l__
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HORRy COUNTY Scl-tools
1605 HORRy STREET

CoNWAy, SOUTJi CAROliNA 29527
(80) 248,8~OO

FAX: 248.8nl

May 15, 1996

. EX PARTE OR LATE FILED
Reed Hundt, FCC Chairmain and Joint Board Chairman
Federal Communication Commission
1919 M Street
N.W., Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Reference: CC Docket No. 96-45

Dear Mr. Hundt:

I am writing to you as a local school board member from Horry County Schools, Conway, South
Carolina to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that fully implement
the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libralies.
I would also like to reinforce the comments filed by the National School Boards Association.

Horry County Schools, the fifth largestschool district in South Carolina, is located on the coast
of South Carolina and encompasses an area equivalent to the state of Rhode Island. The Horry
County Schools is the leader in the effective application of technology for the transformation of
learning and teaching. We recognize the urgency to provide students with access to world wide
information sources and to develop authentic learning opportunities. Every classroom in the
district has been connected to a wide area network and to the Internet through our local telephone
service providers. This commitment requires a substantial reoccurring cost to continue.
Affordable access to information is critical for all children and particularly important to children
in rural areas of our district.

It is extremely important that the Commission adopt regulations that will permit us to continue to
provide a broad range of technology for the greatest benefit to our children. These services
should include voice, data and video capability for access to remote resources and provide for
distance learning opportunities. Schools need assistance with both the reoccurring connect
charges as well as the initial capital expenditures. We urge the FCC to provide for deep discounts
for a complete range of telecommunications services and products and encourage local service
providers to develop cooperative partnerships with local educators.

Please include this letter in the formal record. fNo. of Copies rec'd.__............
UstABCDE
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Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District
6638 Mill Road • Brecksville, Ohio 44141

"where fine education is a heritage" EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

L. Neil Johnson
Superintendent

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Cormnunications COIHmissk'll
Room 814
1919 M Street, NW
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

May 10,1996
(216) 526-4370

RE:CIEIVF£D

NOV t 2 '996
Fed":?i~

•. '~;i.·.f' ;Jlii:;.~"~,;,." '"

I am superintendent of the Brecksville-Broadview Heights Schools, and I urge the Federal-State
Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that fully and aggressively implement the universal service
provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. I also support the
comments filed by the National School Boards Association, et al. Please include this letter in the
fonnal record.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to include for deep discounts a range of telecommunications services
that will give my district more sffcrdMlle access to the Internet as well as to interactive, voice, data
and video capability necessary for distance learning. It is also important that these services be
provided directly to the classroom, where the learning actually takes place. Finally, I urge the
Commission to address the affordability needs of both the capital expenses of services and the
ongoing costs.

In the Brecksville-Broadview Heights City School District, we are in the process of wiring all of
our buildings for video/voice/data, and we will be networking all of our schools. Further, I am
chairman of the North Ohio Technology Association, which is networking fourteen school districts
and t:hret: colleges and universities. We need mod.able access 'I~ on~ ai10tliC: and the internet.

I understand that technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in
a high-tech world marketplace. I urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring the
broadest range of educational technology to our school children.

LNJ:clan

I
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West Babylon Schools
[516] 321-3076

10 Farmingdale Road
West Babylon, New York 11704-6289
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Stephen T. Donnelly, Pres.
Ralph A. Aprea, V. Pres.
Provi Ann Bennett
Lucy Campasano
Carmine Galletta
John Inzerillo
Barbara A. Kenney
John Knispel
Salvatore Marinello

May 29,1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

FY p.l\f·nr: OR LATE FILED
Dr. Robert J. Manley

Superintendent

Patricia B. Murphy
District Clerk
[516] 321-3074

RECEIVED

NOV'21996
red;r~1 Comm!llUii<ttio/]& "

(}fflce ofS !.10mmillS/onecretary

Dear Chairman Hundt:

1am a school board trustee from West Babylon Union Free School District and I urge the Federal
State Joint Board and the FCC to adopt rules that fully and aggressively implement the universal
service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. I also suppon
the comments filed by the National School Boards Association, et. <iL I reque5t this letter be
included in the fonnal record.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to include deep discounts for a range of telecommunications services
that will give my school district more affordable access to the Internet as well as to interactive,
voice, data and video capability necessary for distance learning. It is vitally imponant that these
services be provided directly to the classroom where the learning actually takes place. Lastly, I
urge the Commission to address the affordability needs both the capital expenses and the ongoing
costs.

in West Babylon, a low wealth suburban school district of 4,450 students, our residents approved
a bond issue to network our seven schools. We need help connecting to the Internet and a low cost
monthly service option for our 300 classrooms. Already we see kindergartners using computers in
the classroom to access language arts software. Students in grades 3-5 use Compton's electronic
encyclopedia. Teachers design lessons to include heightened visualizations on computers and
analog devices so that the students enhance long-term memory and the ability to conceptualize
words and ideas. We know the future of our students will be determined by their abilities to access
data, organize it into information, and translate it into a knowledgeable presentation

No. of COPies rec'd:.--_I__
UltABCOE

Technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in the high-tech
world marketplace of the 21st century. I urge the Commission to adopt rules that will help bring
the broardest range of educational technology to our school children.

.~65
Barbara A. Kenney, Trustee



Dear Chairman Hundt:

Reed Hundt, FCC Chr. & It. Bd. Chr.
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW. Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

r: V DI\RTr: OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED
NOV 12 1996
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Office ofSec;':taC~mmission
I am the president of the Washington State School Directors' Association; representing
all 1482 locally-elected school board members in my state'~ '296 school districts. My
purpose in writing is to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the Federal
Communications Commission to adopt rules that fully and aggressively implement the
universal services provisions of the 1996 Telecommunications Act for schools and
libraries. I also support the comments filed by the National School Boards
Association, et. al. Please include this letter in the formal record.

Specifically, I urge the FCC to include for deep discounts a range of telecommunica
tions services that will give my state's districts more affordable access to the Internet as
well as to interactive. voice, data and video capability necessary for distance learning.
It is also important that these services be provided directly to the classroom where the
learning actually takes place. Finally, I urge the Commission to address the afford
ability needs of both the capital expenses of services and the ongoing costs.

In Washington state, as is surely true in other states, the growth of technology is
occurring at an alarming pace. The good jobs of today, not to mention tomorrow,
demand technical skills unimagined just a few years ago. As school policymakers we
simply must prepare young people for their tomorrows, not for our yesterdays. Our
State Legislature has begun the process of conne.cting our schools, colleges, univer
sities and libraries throughout the state to a common network. Students will be able to
learn from a university while sitting in a high school classroom hundreds of miles
away. But this process will take time and money. The decisions you will be making
in 1996 will affect hundreds of thousands of learners in my state alone.

Washington State School Directors' Association
221 College Street Northeast • Olympia, Washington 98516-5313 • (360) 493-9231· (800) 562-8927 • FAX (360) 493-9247

May 7, 1996 l~'~-{-

ArlO \
Judy Janes, Edmonds

(206) 776-8767

ArlO II
Sandy Collins, Kent

(206) 854·2513

Area II
DMIIRlllS, Issaquoh

(206) 392-0896

Areolll
Teny Mdaughlin, 8etheI

(206) 846-1171

Area IY
Js:nifer I!KUIrdo,IlJ:lld\VIe VolltV

(360) 327·3388

President
Sorb Roder, OI\lllpio

(360) 866-1658

President·EIelt
David Moseley, Pullmon

(SO'I) 332·1626

Area YI
Roy Pamns, Kelso
(360) 577-9101

Area VII
GdI Chopton, EaslmOOt

(SO'I) 884-4342

Area VIII
8ev Winllrleld, East Volley, Yakima

(SO'I) 453-7030

Second YKe Presiden!
Cal Chose, Tekoo
(509) 2B!-3?45

Board of Directors

AreaY
VliOraper,Rod1ester

(360) 273-5768

Officers

Ant Vim President
Wanen Smith, Bethel

(206) 531·2211

Celebrating 75 years
ofsenicc

Area IX
Koren loibl, West Volley, Spokane

(509) 922-3952

Area X
Teny Densley, Ylilbul

(509) 647-5480

The actions by Congress also demonstrate a wonderfully strong commitment to assist
our local efforts. If telecommunications rates are to be discounted for anyone. it must
be for public information institutions such as schools and libraries.

Thank you for your willingness to address this important task. I urge the Commission
to adopt rules that will help bring the broadest range of educational technology to our
young people.

/

---------="""

. _ rely,~. _NlC'd

Barb Roder 1~~:a~ ~--
PresidentBR/DS:kh

Area Xl
L\lin Fielding, Kennewick

(SO'I) 783-3456

EJ·oIIida
Post President

PhyIis "8unks( FIOllk, Yokima
(509) 966-4799

Execufl'" Director
Or. LoIl'(Swift

Toge~er,forthe

Children



~'~SCHOOLBOARDS ASSOCIATION
o & ~ The Dodge Building. 119 Washington Avenue, Albany, New York 12210-2292 • (518) 465-3474/FAX (518) 465-3481

May 7, 1996

CC Docket No. 96-45

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

FX PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

NOV' 2 1996
Fed.:r[:! Commul1·' . '.', .

Me' IcatlOnl! (:;ilmmrsslon
vII/eli of Secrelary

ALISON HYDE
Vice-President
Board of Directors
Area 1
211 Dorchester Road
East Aurora, NY 14052
e-mail: AHYDE37492@aol.com
Residence: (716) 652-0166
FAX: (716) 655-2762

As Vice President of New York State School Boards Association and representative of fifty-six
school districts in Western New York, I need to tell you how much the Telecommunications Act
means to us. I urge you to be sure the Federal-State Joint Board and the FCC adopt rules to
aggressively implement the universal service provisions of the Act. I support the comments
filed by NSBA and request that you include this letter in the formal record.

Our districts need to be able to expand distance learning and be able to provide services directly
in each classroom. In order for all children to benefit, regardless of where they live,
affordability and access are crucial, and deep discounts are necessary.

Our districts are rural, urban, suburban, large and small cities. We have schools with distance
learning links that enable communication over vast miles or just to the other side of a congested
city. Unfortunately there are school districts which are isolated from others and from the
world because local taxpaying voters do not see the necessity for our chidren to have access to
the resources for learning which telecommunications provides.

The districts who can provide technology have seen that children's learning and achievement
. have been enhanced by access to the best teachers, libraries, and events on the planet. The
children's and teachers' skills have grown through individual and class contact with others,
bridging cultural and regional gaps in our area and country.

Please consider the crucial role which access to affordable technology linkage plays in our
nation's human, economic, and democratic success.

Very Sincerely,

~,-,tF
Alison Hyde

No. of Copies rec'di..--_/_
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Granger, WA 98932
FAX (509) 854-1126

go. Box 400

(509) 854-1515

GRANGER SCHOOL DISTRICT No. 204
_~...;'~ BOARD OF DIRECfORS

R. Allen Walker, Chair
Charles Alexander

Steven Gines
Ronald K. Liebert

May 7, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 "M" Street NW, Room #814
Washington, DC 20554
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REceIVED

NOV f 2 1996
tf'J- .•n, '"
trtl"".1liommunicat' '.

Off, Ions CommisSion
Ice of SecretaI}'

SUPERINTENDENT
Jerry 1. House

Dear Chairman Hundt:

As the local legislative representative for Granger School District #204, I am writing to
express my support for the universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of
1996 for schools and libraries, which I ask the FCC and the Federal State Joint Board to
implement. The National School Boards Association has published a statement document
which fully and al.:curately specifies my views. I respectfully request that my letter be
included in the formal record.

Since student learning actually takes place in the classroom setting, it is imperative that
Granger School District #204 gain access to the Internet and other computer capabilities,
i.e., interactive, voice, data and video. The FCC must consider the financial situation of
small, rural communities, such as Granger, Washington, when addressing the expense of
this computer access, both the initial start-up fees and the ongoing costs to maintain the
service to all students. At the present time, our district has very limited
telecommunications technology access due to financial constraints. In order to
sufficiently prepare our students to survive in the 21st century, additional
telecommunications opportunities are vitally important.

The mission statement for our district is "all students will learn well what our schools want
them to learn". Granger has a diverse, multicultural student population of approximately
1175 students. The goal of Granger School District #204 is to meet the individual needs of
each student, and to provide an opportunity for all students to attain their maximum
potential. However, our financial resources are limited. Therefore, all assistance from
state and federal agencies is greatly appreciated.

Again, I urge the FCC to consider and adopt rules which will afford all students an
opportunity for the widest range of technology skills to prepare them for the "high-tech
world marketplace".

Sincerely,

~~
Ronald K. Liebert
School Board Member

RKL:sc
No. of Copies rec'd~_f _
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BOARD OF EDUCATION OF WASHINGTON COUNTY
P,O. BOX 730, COMMONWEALTH AVENUE, HAGERSTOWN, MARYLAND 21741-0730 • PHONE: 791-4000

May 2, 1996

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed Hundt
FCC Chainnan and Joint Board Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 826
Washington, D.C. 20554

B. MARIE BYERS
Board Member

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

I am a 26 year local school board member and former elementary teacher from Washington County,
Maryland I would like to urge the Federal-State Joint Board and the Federal Communications
Commission to adopt roles that fully and aggressively implement the universal service provisions of the
Telecommunications Act of 1996 for schools and libraries. I also support the comments filed by the
National School Boards Association in this extraordinarily important issue. Please include my lettef in the
formal record (CC Docket No. 96-45).

I urge the FCC to include a range of telecommunications services for deep discounts that will give my
district more affordable and fair acces8 to the Internet as well as to interactive, voice, data and video
capability necessary for distance learning. It is also important that these services be provided directiy to
all classrooms, where learning takes place. Please address the affordability needs of both the capita!,.
expenses of services and the ongoing costs.

Washington County, Maryland, was the frrst K-12 school district to use instructional television for
classroom learning. We began the lTV instructional service in the late fifties. In the seventies we began
sharing our lessons with other school systems. In the eighties we began interactive telecasting lessons
between two different high schools (8 total). We look forward to expanding our telecommunications
capabilities to each classroom K-12 with your help.

Technology in the classroom is critical to ensuring that our children can succeed in a high-tech world
marketplace. I strongly urge the COll"mission to adopt roles that will help bring the broadest range of
educational technology to our schoolchildren, K-12.

Sincerely,

cas

IJ;~.~
Marie Byers /'
26 Year School Board Member of Washington

County
National School Boards Association Director

/- j 6/- 733- F''i'f7 /
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ARCHBISHOP CURLEY HIGH SCHOOL
3701 SINCLAIR LANE • BALTIMORE, MARYLAND 21213-2079 • (410) 485-5000

Office of the Principal

09 October 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

Fed: ~;: .<:irlHmi(;;~t"m$ Ccmmi1ision
Office of S~cnJt!ry

CC: Docket No. 96-45

I am writing to ask that the Federal Communications Commission support the
Telecommunication Act of 1996 to ensure free or discounted access to advanced
telecommunications services for the educational community.

As an educator I cannot stress enough how vital it is for students to be prepared for the
twenty-first century. As principal of a private high school, I know that when
telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly
discounted rates it helps ease the financial burden of our parents. All schools and libraries
need long-term discounts that are truly affordable and flexible so that every school child
can have access to the world of information technology.

Please give your support for an affordable lie-rate" to assist the financial limitations of
educational communities. By doing so you will bring the world of information technology
to those who need it the most.

Sincerely,

~itf"~.
Fr. Michael T. Martin, OFM Conv.
Principal

MTM\cmw
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Carol G. Hjortsberg ro,.;. NoV, 2
HeaJ of School 1996
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October 7, 199~/c{J ct~:;;;;~fj

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street N.W. Room 814
Washington, D. C. 20554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chainnan Hundt:

We at Grace Episcopal Day School write in strong support of affordable and meaningful
discounts for all schools and libraries so that every school child and life-long learner can have
access to the world of information technology. The passage of the Telecommunications Act
earlier this year mandates the development of a rate for education or an "e-rate" to secure
affordable rates reflecting the fmancial capability of this community.

There is no doubt that advanced telecommunications services are important to improving learning,
sparking the imagination and leveling the playing field for all of this nation's people. Affordable
access to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that our children and life-long
learners can connect with the technology needed to compete in today's and tomorrow's work
force. Advanced telecommunications services in the classroom will also create informed and
skilled consumers of new technology well into the 21st century.

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the
universal serve provision we ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide
services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need
long-term discounts that are truly affordable, flexible and offer choice in determining which
services best meet each communities needs. It is imperative that these services are linked directly
into the classroom, lab and work station.

We urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of information to every
school child and lifelong learner in America.

Sincerely, .

~~~~~~rec'd' ~---~"'~
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The passage of the Telecommunications Act mandates the
development of a reduced telecommunication rate (e-rate) for
education to secure affordable rates based on the financial
capability of the local community. I currently serve as a
library media specialist in a community that has been very
supportive in its efforts to meet the technology needs of
its students. However, because this is a small community
with limited financial resources, it is doubtful that this
district will be able to continue to meet future demands for
technology and telecommunication services to meet the
educational needs of its students in the 21st century
without some financial assistance.

42258. Lake Drive
81. Francis, WI 53207·5597

(414) 481· 2840

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996
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Dear Chariman Hundt:

October 4, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

~'

EB
==•

As the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal
State Joint Board implement the universal serve provision, I
ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies assist
school districts such as mine by providing services to
schools and libraries at significantly discounted rates (e
rate). All schools and libraries need long-term discounts
that are truly affordable and that provide services into the
classrooms, labs and work stations.

Thank you for your help in this matter.

Sincerely,

~
0 ~L

) r /! ..
f..J.{J O-:~-V -. pi:; ....4... ~)

U
Susanne E. Bogdon. .
Library Media' Specialist I
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The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt,

12177 Deerfield Way
Broomfield, CO 80020

Fli§j.tember 26, 1996

C€IVL:D
NOV 12 1996

I write in support of meaningful discounted telecommunications rates for libraries as provided
for in the Telecommunications Act of 1996. It is only through such discounted rates that
libraries will be able to continue to fulfill their role as universal service providers to the public.
It is clear that Congress understood this necessity when it passed this landmark legislation.

As Dean of a small academic library, these discounted rates are imperative in our continuing to
provide access to the full range of electronic information resources available to the students and
members of the public that depend on our library for this type of service. If libraries are to
keep pace with the rapid expansion of available electronic information, they must have the
capacity for high bandwidth interactive and visual applications. Without the discounted
telecommunications rates, libraries in general and small libraries in particular will have difficulty
providing these essential services to their patrons.

In addition to the discounted rate itself, it is also important that the terms and conditions for
qualifying for these rates are simple' and straight forward. Complicated and onerous procedures
will only serve to increase cost by adding to administrative expenses. Therefore, as you meet
to decide how to implement the universal service provisions, I would ask that you consider what
I and other librarians are telling you about their specific needs.

On behalf of libraries and users in Colorado, I thank you for your attention to this matter.

Camila Alire

No. of Copies rSC'd.__I__
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THORNTON FRIENDS SCHOOL
Upper School
13925 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-384-0320

h'--'"'j'·j Hundt, Chairman
FCC
19 19M St. NW, Room &14
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear lvlr. Hundt:

Middle School
11612 New Hampshire Ave.
Silver Spring, MD 20904
301-622-9033

I write to urge the adoption of the E-Rate to help create access to the
Internet for school classrooms. The Internet is an increasingly important
resource for young people and their teachers. Most schools, public and
private find it difficult, at best, to allocate the necessary resources to provide
such a service. Discounted access to the ever growing information
superhighway would help facilitate use of the Internet by all schools.

Thank you for your consideration. If I or my teachers can be of use in
prOViding more information or views, please do not hesitate to call or write.

~i%~r~ty, /./ f
C~ Z}(~~.

Michael w-Gart
Upper School Principal

i
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5teJtMn L. Sokolow, ED.D..................
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J...... J.kubowaki, M.ED.
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,_) 21107213

E8ItIM SIo8n, ED.D.
DlNctor 01 Cunlcululll
,tot) 251-7212

October 1, 1996

The Honorable Reed Humdt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW
Room 814
Washington, D.C. 200554

RE: Docket #96-45

Dear Chairman Humdt:

The passage of the Telec~mmunicati~nsAct earlier this year mandates the
development of a rate for 'education or a an Ce-rate" to secure affordable rates
reflecting the fmanciaI capability of communities. As ,the Federal
Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement
the universal serve provision, I ask you to insure that telecommunications
companies provide services to schools and libraries at significantly discounted
rates.

Without affordable rates, schools and libraries will not be able to prepare our
next generation for the technological world they will live in. Finding additional
tax dollars to pay for high communication rates will be virtually impossible.

Please help us take advantage of this Telecommunications Act.

(
Donna Cubit-Swoyer
Assistant Superintendent

~. of Copies rec'd
Ust ABCDE '----



Sf. '1.1ncent'1 GicaJemlJ

!J07 [all ./;i6erbj Slrul

SavaNNah, gur9"' !J'401

E?X PARTE OR LATE FILED

SCHOOL OFFICE
PHONE 236-5508
FAX 236-7877

October 4, 1996

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chainnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 200554

CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

(

The passage of the Telecommunications Act earlier this year mandates the development
of a rate for education to secure affordable rates reflecting the fmancial capability of this
community. Affordable discounts for all schools and libraries insure every learner access
to the world of information technology.

Advanced telecommunications services certainly are important in providing equal
opportunities for all people. Ensuring access to technology needed to compete in the
workforce of today and tomorrow will also create informed and skilled consumers of
new technology into the 21 st century.

As the FCC and the Federal-State Board implement the universal serve provision, I ask
you to assure that telecommunications companies provide services to all schools and
libraries at long-tenn significantly discounted rates. It is imperative that such services are
linked directly into the classroom, lab and work station.

I urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to bring the world of infonnation to every
school child and lifelong learner in America.

Sincerely,

~~~~e-v ~~ ~/£..f/)J(

Sister Helen Marie Buttimer, R.S.M.
Principal
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- COLUSA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRIG

E-Rate for Public Schools Telecommunication Access

T"lUSTEES:

DR. DONALD R. BRANSFORD

MR. DAVE FORRY

MRS. CINDY STE10LMAYER

MR. JOE STRUCKMEYER

MRS. VIRGINIA YERXA

MISS. CHRISTY CORREA

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE

Honorable Reed Hu ndt
Chair, FCC
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

SUbject:

Dear Chairman Hundt:

745 TENTH STREET, COLUSA, CA 95932

PHONE: 1916, 458-7791 • FAX: (916) 458-4030

DR. L:NDA TWETO-JOHNSON

SUPERINTENDENT

~X PARTE OR LATE FILED

October 3, 1996

MISSION: DEVEL.OP

EF"F"ECTIVE CITIZENS

In November the FCC will be considering the opportunity for pUblic schools and other agencies to
receive reduced fees for telecommunications access through the "E-Rate" process. Even though our
rural county is still struggling to provide the infrastructure to support telecommunications access, we
realize that the future of this nation will depend upon telecommunications access and the know-how to
utilize the technology. Public schools are a major training field for the nation's work force, in order to
provide our students with the skills they will need in the next millennium, we have to have affordable
access to the technology. Right now, in our county, we are virtually unable to connect with the Intemet
without having to pay a toll charge for connectivityI This creates an additional financial burden on the
schools who are forced to limit student access to the very technology we seek to give them!

Affordable telecommunications access is disparately needed in our rural, more sparsely populated
areas of northern California. Rural areas are often the last to receive funding support for technology, yet
our students, and their parents also deserve the chance to be a part of the 21st Century. One of our
goals is to create a learning lab for students and parents to access the most current technology, including
the Internet and World Wide Web, affordable telecommunications access through the E-Rate will help
make that goal a reality for our school district.

I urge you to request that the E-Rate for telecommunications access be created for public schools
and other governmental agencies. Approval of this request will provide our schools with the
telecommunications access which our students needs to be on target with the rest of the nation and
world.

Time is of the essence, thank you for your considerations on behalf of our 1650 students in
Colusa Unified School District.

Sinc.erely, ( / L, jMAL/1

;1u~~-rv'--v---
Dr. Linda Tweto-Johnson
Superintendent

/
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Patricia A. Ackerman, Ph.D.
Executive Director
of Curriculum/Instruction

The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW, Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Re: CC: Docket No. 96-45

Dear Chairman Hundt:

October 1 , 1996

FY PARTE OR LATE FILED

RECEIVED

NOV 12 1996

J

I write in support of discounted telecommunications rates - an equity rate for the nation's
schools and libraries. We must make sure that ALL communities have access to ALL the
technology that will put and keep our children and adult learners on the information
superhighway. An equity rate for libraries and schools means a level playing field for all to
assure that every classroom student and library user has access to the world of information and
learning. We cannot afford to have a nation with information "haves" vs. information "have
nots."

The passage of the Telecommunications Act of 1996 mandates, for the first time ever, the
development of discounts for telecommunications for all schools and libraries. Affordable access
to technology in all classrooms and libraries will assure that everyone in communities large and
small can compete in today's and tomorrow's workforce. Deeper discounts for schools and
libraries that serve economically disadvantaged and high-cost urban and rural communities are
also essential to make services truly affordable for these schools and libraries.

I ask you to ensure that telecommunications companies provide services to schools and libraries
at significantly discounted rates. All schools and libraries need equity rate discounts that are
truly affordable, flexible and offer a choice in services which best meet community needs. I
urge you to act upon this historic opportunity to provide equitable access to all through our
schools and libraries.

Patricia A Ackerman,
Exec. Dir. Curriculum/Instruction
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MUSKINGUM COUNTY LmRARY SYSTEM
(614) 453-0391 • 220 North Fifth Street· Zanesville, Ohio 43701 • FAX (614) 455-6357

September 24, 1996

Reed B. Hundt, Chairman
FCC
1919 M Street NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RB: CC DOCKBT 96-45, UNIVERSAL SBRVICE

I write in strong support of meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as the Federal
Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal service
provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing this landmark legislation, it
is clear that congress meant to ensure that, upon a bona fide request, a carrier must provide
services to libraries and schools at a discounted rate, less than the amounts charged for
similar services to other parties.

The Muskingum County Library System needs such an equity rate to enable us to serve as
community access points to the information infrastructure and to help us provide our
customers wi th an expanded range of information opportunities for lifelong learning, work and
career development, job hunting and citizenship. This equity rate will spur library use of
new technology and encourage development of new consumer markets while providing consumers
,with opportunity to gain new skills and technological literacy here in Muskingum County.

To provide us with the flexibility to meet community needs, all telecommunications services
available commercially, by tariff, or by contract should be available to us at a discount.
We need the capacity to support large numbers of simultaneous users and multi-media and high
bandwidth applications. Libraries are increasingly the provider of local community
electronic information.

We are responsible and accountable users of technology; and have in the past and will
continue to efficiently leverage all resources available to us, but we need affordable,
discounted access to best serve the American public. Deeper discounts will also be necessary
for libraries, such as ours, in high cost and rural areas, and in low income communities to
reach "affordability".

I ask that you consider what libraries are telling you about their local needs, including the
necessity of making any terms and conditions for an equity rate, simple and straight forward.
we do not need to add to the costs of administration or local library budgets by onerous or
complicated procedures to obtain a discounted rate.

I encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and
equitable telecommunications rates for libraries and schools.

Sincerely,

~~0~
Barbara·Wortman
Manager, Central Library
Muskingum County Library System
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PHONE

414/487-5004

--' ST. MARY'S SCHOOL
214 CHURCH STREET

ALGOMA, WISCONSIN 54201-1035

SeotcffiDC[ ~4. 199C

Reed Hundt
Cn5.1rman. FCC
i01 0 M. Street. NW
W5.Shlngton. D.C. 20036

Dear l'lr. Hundt.

FX PMHE OR LATE FILED

I'Ve are a small parochial school in a rural community in N.E.
'tIl scons in.

i1y concern in '..Jriting to you is that telecommunication
serv ices and access \: ill become unaf for dab 1e for sma 11
non-federal or state-funded schools 1ike ours. Access to
al i of tne avai lable telecommunications services wi 11 be
posslDle only if rates are affordable and based on our
aD 1 i i t Y topay .

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.

Sincerely.

~r:~~
Principai

t i 9
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Honorable Reed Hundt. Chalnnan
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street Nw Rm. 814
Washington. D.C. 200554

Dear Sir:

(!rI:" fj t -L(5

R€C€IIIE:D
FX PARTE OR LATE FILED NOV 12 1996

f-e.1•••. _-
"<'--·t::- .

I am strongly in support of a meaningful discount for all schools and libraries in the U.S. to
insure their access to the Internet. I am told that the Telecommunictlons Act passed in '
Februmy. 1996 mandates the development of a rate for educational entities which is based on
the financial capability of individual communities.

I believe 10calinstituUons are in the best position to determine which services will best meet
their needs. and I personally have been prepartng through workshops. research. and general use
to be better informed about the potential for using the infonnatlon highway in my school
district.

As a concerned educator. may I encourage you to do all in your power to make this bridge to the
21st CentuIY available to schools and libraries throughout the nation. I know of no better
resource to prepare our students for the future which is 1mm1nent.

Expectantly. _

~
<-1j 1-.-h::;, )
.~I /(()/UL-

M.. Wetmore
7717 Wegner Way
OKC. OK 73162
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HCEA~
THE HARFORD COUNTY EDUCATION ASSOCIATION • MSTA • NEA

BEL AIR SQUARE· SUITE 6C
260 GATEWAY DRIVE. BEL AIR, MARYLAND 21014· TELEPHONE: 410·838·0800· FAX: 410·638·9045

October 7, 1996

Reed Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W., Room 814
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Mr. Hundt:

FX P'/\RTF. OR LATE FILED

I understand that the FCC will consider a telecommunications discount rate
for schools and libraries on October 15. I urge you to ensure that the
discount be the most generous that it is possible for your commission to grant.

The need for schools and libraries to have access to information technology is
manifestly obvious. After the passage of the Telecommunications Act
mandating the development of a special rate for education, it would be a cruel
irony if that rate were insufficient to meet the real needs of the educational
community. Telecommunications services to schools must be genuinely
affordable and must provide the flexibility necessary for each school system
to address its own individual needs.

Weare on the brink of an historic turning point in American education. It is
imperative that we meet this challenge with foresight and resolve. In your
deliberations, please recognize that our schools must have the fullest possible
support in preparing for the future needs of our students. Thank you for your
time and attention.

Sincerely,

~ tl, lli~M.1
Terence A. Weaver

Terence A. Weaver, President
Kathy Owens Wyatt, MSTA UniServ Director

~. of Cooies" rSC'd I
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COMMENTS:

To:

Fax#:
Subject:

Date:

Pages:

Reed Hundt, Chainnan FCC

202-418·2801

Action Needed to Secure E-RATE
October 2, 1996

1, including this cover sheet.

On behalfofthe Board ofDirectors of the Central City School FWld, I am writing to request your
assistance in providing access for ALL children to telecommunications that will c:mrich
curriculum and enltance learning.

We are working very hard to offer excellent educational programs for the students, many of them
very poor, whose parents have chosen Catholic schools. Access to all ofthe available
telecommunications services will be possible in our schools only if the rates are Elffordable and
based on a sliding scale that corresponds to the school's ability to pay.

Public schools in the state of Missouri have access to significant amounts ofmon.ies through
various grants. Private schools and Catholic schools, even through they are accredited and
providing excellent education for a large number of children, receive no state monies and very
little in the way offederal monies. An affordable E-rate is our only means ofpr(lviding Some
form of telecommunications access for our students and teachers.

I know that the Federal Communications Commission has been charged with developing
regulations regarding how the Telecommunications Act of 1996 will be interpreted and
implemented. Please do not overlook the children in private and parochial schools_ The
population in OUI urban Catholic schools and our rural schools are not wealthy.
Telecommunications in our schools will be the only access many ofthese children 'Will have.

Thank you for any assistance you may give.
From the desk of...

Tom Se"erlno
Executive DIrector

Cel,traI City School FUnd
P. O. Box 419037

Kansas City, Missouri 64'4~-<>037

756-'850I Fax: 756-0878
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October 1, 1996 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

I

Re: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

Dear Honorable Hundt:

The student, faculty and staff of Metropolitan Community College strongly support the need for
meaningful discounts for schools (including colleges and universities) and libraries as the Federal
Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the universal service
provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing this landmark legislation, it is clear
that Congress meant to ensure that carriers provide services to schools and libraries at significant
discounted rates that are less than the amounts charged for similar services to other parties.

We encourage you to assure universal service for all Americans by providing discounted and equitable
telecommunications rates for libraries and schools.

Your support will assist our executive team and faculty in maximizing educational program offerings
at Metropolitan Community College to our countries greatest investment ... STUDENTS!

Sincerely,
;/./---; ./1 A '/' h 1 /
10J(:{~ . 0' jV[lJiG.11
Dr. Denise R. Myles ". l'
Dean of Academic Services

DRM/saf
[UNIVSVC.925]

cc: Dr. Janet M. Finch, President

No. of Copies rec'd
List ABCDE '----

601 JAMES R. THOMPSON BLVD. • EAST ST. LOUIS, IL 62201· (618) 482-2020



CITY OF DA~LAS.
September 27, 1996 .

The Honorable Reed E. Hundt, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M. Street, NW Room 814
Washington, DC 20554

FX P/iRTE OR LATE FILED

Dear Chairman Hundt:

RE: CC Docket 96-45, Universal Service

I am writing to express our strong support for meaningful discounts for libraries and schools as
the Federal Communications Commission and the Federal-State Joint Board implement the
universal service provisions of the Telecommunications Act of 1996. In passing this landmark
legislation, it is clear that Congress meant to ensure that, upon a bona fide request, a carrier must
provide services to libraries and schools at a discounted rate, less than the amounts charged for
similar services to other parties.

To provide libraries with the flexibility to meet community needs, all telecommunications
services available commercially, by tariff, or by contract should be available to them at a
discount. Libraries need the capacity to support large numbers of simultaneous users and multi
media and high bandwidth applications. Libraries are increasingly the provider of local
community electronic information. Libraries are responsible and accountable users of
technology; they have in the past and will continue to efficiently leverage all resources available
to them, but libraries need affordable, discounted access to best serve the American public.
Deeper discounts will also be necessary for libraries in high cost and rural areas, and in low
income communities to reach "affordability."

Because the Dallas Public Library is in the fmal stage of installation of its new state-of-the-art
automation system which will provide an on-ramp to the Information Superhighway, we are
acutely aware ofthe important role that telecommunications plays in the Library's role as an
information resource provider, and we encourage you to ensure universal service for all
Americans by providing discounted and equitable telecommunications rates for libraries and
schools.

• ~:t" ' ':' ,".

I
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